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Economic Development: Eco-
nomic development planners here 
and elsewhere envision attracting 

new businesses to the City by offering 
state-of-the-art communications infra-
structure. Very high bandwidth is in-
creasingly a key criterion for companies 
deciding where to locate new offices and 
other facilities. 

Fiber could draw software compa-
nies, video production houses, and com-
panies that need access to their satellite 
facilities across the US and the world. In 
the national and global competition for 
businesses, fiber would add incomparable 
bandwidth to the City’s existing attrac-
tions that make it a famously attractive 
place to work and live. Fiber could also 
enable redevelopment or revitalization of 
areas and attract and retain workers. 

Small and High-Tech Business: 
Fiber would benefit one of the Portland 
area’s most innovative new businesses. 
Versis Online is a small, entrepreneurial, 
local firm that since 2006 has operated 
Versis Videogame Center, which offers a 
next-generation, innovative gaming ex-
perience. The Center offers video game 
consoles, high-definition TVs, comfort-
able chairs, and food. The company has 
a goal of raising $2 million to finance 
new stores in 2008. 

Portland Community Fiber connec-
tions from Versis stores to the Internet 
open up the possibility of an interna-
tional gaming experience over an af-
fordable, robust, and stable connection. 
High-speed, high-capacity connections 
bring out-of-the-area gamers, including 
international players, into the centers 
without lost connections and other dis-
ruptions in service so commonly associ-
ated with a lower-speed connection. 

Indeed, community fiber could 
dramatically grow Portland’s fledgling 
digital media/gaming industry, which 
is already strongly established in San 
Francisco and Seattle. Fiber could also 
benefit the larger Portland software de-

velopment industry. To be viable, a game 
or piece of software has to be tested on-
line and adjusted based on data gathered 
from the tests – it can take thousands of 
high-bandwidth transfers for such tests 
– and this bandwidth is essential if the 
developer is to compete with other ap-
plications in development. 

Education: Fiber enables heretofore-
unthinkable means of educating and 
inspiring students. Not only could the 
Community Fiber Network give students 
and parents access to high-bandwidth 
school resources and learning tools, but 
it can also give them access to dynamic 
learning tools from around the world, 
unhindered by distance or capacity.  

Creative educational tools can lever-
age the power of fiber bandwidth. For 
example, the emerging “Brainstormer” 
gaming program uses the motifs, aes-
thetics, and attractions of video gaming 
to expose young people and other users 
to a “game” dedicated to sharing of ideas 
over high-bandwidth connections. Brain-
stormer’s potential is limited only by the 
bandwidth over which its users interact.

Public Health: In April 2007, Sa-
cred Heart Medical Center in Eugene 
initiated a pilot project to create a tele-
medicine link between its pediatric de-
partment and specialists at Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital in Portland. The goal 
of the project is to reduce the number 
of children transferred to Doernbecher. 
Pediatricians at Sacred Heart will con-
duct video consultations with pediatric 
internists at Doernbecher to determine 
if a child needs to be transferred to its 
pediatric intensive care unit.

Community Fiber can also connect 
rural areas to Portland medical facilities 
in another practical use of telemedicine. 
The Director of One Sky Center recently 

testified before the US Senate that there 
exists “room for continued involvement 
and use of telemedicine throughout In-
dian Country. Telemedicine is a power-
ful means of delivering consultation and 
education to the front lines from centers 
of expertise.”

Sustainable Development: The 
Portland-Multnomah County Sustain-
able Development Commission says 
FTTP allows citizens to use a robust, 
stable, high-capacity electronic commu-
nications channel to conduct business – 
reducing vehicle miles traveled, improv-
ing air quality and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. It promotes telecommut-
ing by enabling small- to medium-sized 
businesses to efficiently participate in the 
global marketplace through use of video-
conferencing and electronic file transfers. 

For individual citizens, it provides 
electronic access as way to avoid driving 
(for instance, using online banking, us-
ing the Internet to take a class or telecom-
muting to work). Finally, a robust com-
munications infrastructure would reduce 
the use of paper by allowing people to 
transfer large data files over the Internet.

In the Sustainable Development 
Commission’s vision, Portland’s econ-
omy is made up largely of small busi-
nesses and these businesses need a robust 
and stable communication infrastruc-
ture in order to grow. FTTP will assist 
these businesses to remain sustainable, 
profitable and support them in their 
ability to provide jobs and contribute to 
the livability of our city. BBP

You can read the full report, which 
was written by Portland’s Office of Cable 
Communications and Franchise Manage-
ment, at http://www.portlandonline.com/
shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=174628
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In the Commission’s vision, Portland’s economy is made up 
largely of small businesses and these businesses need a robust 

and stable communication infrastructure in order to grow.


